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RYAN J. MARTIN NAMED THOMAS N. CUMMINGS POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW

BOSTON, MA – The Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling (the Council) in collaboration with the Institute for Research on Pathological Gambling and Related Disorders (Institute) at the Division on Addictions, Cambridge Health Alliance, a teaching affiliate of Harvard Medical School (the DOA), is happy to announce that Ryan J. Martin, PhD, has been appointed as the first Thomas N. Cummings Research Fellow.  

Thomas N. Cummings was the founder, first President, and first Executive Director of the Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling.  Having suffered the financial and emotional destruction of problem gambling throughout much of his life, Tom Cummings founded the Council to help others overcome compulsive gambling.
The fellowship is a joint appointment of the DOA and the Council.  Its primary focus is to establish an on-going research agenda, focusing on gambling behavior, gambling-related treatment, program evaluation, and other related research. It is funded in part by the National Center for Responsible Gaming through the Institute. 
Ryan comes to the Council from Alabama, where he recently earned his PhD in Health Education and Promotion at the University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa.  At the University, Ryan was both an Instructor and a Graduate Research Assistant.  Prior to his time at the University of Alabama, he earned his MS in Health Policy and Administration from the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana.  Ryan’s work has been published in many academic journals including the American Journal of Health Studies and the American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse.

“When we met Ryan we knew he was the perfect candidate for the position,” said Kathleen M. Scanlan, Executive Director of the Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling.  “He both understands the science and epidemiology of gambling addiction, as well as the art of communicating the prevention and intervention messages surrounding this disorder.  
Ryan brings a new set of skills and knowledge base in problem gambling research that the Council will be able to use to better inform the community and people impacted by gambling problems.  We look forward to increasing the evidence-based products that the Mass. Council will have to offer to its stakeholders.
Christine Thurmond, Administrative Director, at the Division on Addictions, echoes the sentiments.  ““Ryan was selected as the first Thomas N. Cummings Research Fellow because we believe he embodied the sprit of Tom Cummings.  He’s smart, engaging and most importantly has passion for learning.  We know Ryan was the right choice because of his ability to understand the science and build bridges of communication.  We are very excited about this position and for Ryan as he sets the stage for others to follow.  It’s going to be a great year.”

Ryan’s primary responsibility is to apply what is presently understood about gambling behavior in scholarly research to the current work at the Mass. Council.  For example, during Ryan’s first month in the position, he worked on updating and creating compulsive gambling fact sheets for various population groups as well as developing gambling-related items for a national high school student survey.  In the upcoming months, he will become involved with numerous other Mass. Council endeavors, especially projects that involve preventing gambling problems in the community.


When asked what he finds most interesting about the position Ryan said, “The position affords me the unique opportunity to apply the two primary components of my doctoral experience. In the process of writing my dissertation and conducting other research throughout my PhD program, I became familiar with the current state of gambling research.  In addition, because my degree program was Health Education, I was trained in designing, implementing and evaluating community programs.  Both my research and community health skill set are applicable to my work as a fellow.”

Ryan hopes that the fellowship will increase his understanding of gambling-related research and in turn cultivate constructive ideas for future research projects.  He also hopes to gain a better understanding of the needs of the community in regard to gambling-related issues.
The Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling is a private, non-profit health agency dedicated to reducing the social, financial and emotional costs of problem gambling. The Council provides prevention, information, education, advocacy and referral services for problem gamblers, their loved ones and the greater community.
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