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MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL ON COMPULSIVE GAMBLING

SETS FORTH CHALLENGE TO THE STATE

BOSTON, MA –Evidence has shown that bringing in a new casino will increase the cases of problem gambling.  With the Governor’s proposal for 3 and possibly 4 casinos in Massachusetts, the Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling challenges the Commonwealth to invest as fully in minimizing the harm that will occur as it does in maximizing the benefits.  

According to Council Executive Director, Kathleen M. Scanlan, “Minimizing the harm begins with a strong commitment from the Commonwealth to deliver a full array of services that include a continuum of prevention, intervention and treatment strategies that protect those vulnerable to gambling problems.”

The Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling believes it is the responsibility of a state that endorses, supports or sponsors gambling to address the downside as a cost of doing business.  It is both ethically and fiscally responsible to do so, since problem gambling has a significant cost to society.  The cities and towns of Massachusetts will feel the costs in human services agencies serving the homeless, seniors, children, handicapped, victims of domestic violence and those struggling with substance abuse and mental health disorders; the costs will be felt in school systems and colleges; the costs will be seen in the criminal justice system and in the welfare and unemployment offices. 

Currently, the Commonwealth’s problem gambling funding is not on par with other states. Massachusetts has one of the most successful lotteries in the nation, yet in a 2005-2006 national survey of publicly funded problem gambling services in the United States, the Commonwealth ranked 19th in per capita expenditures to address problem gambling. The Massachusetts per capita expenditure of $0.12 compares poorly to the $1.90 per capita committed by Delaware, the state ranked number one.  

“Problem gambling services that stand out as model programs are Canadian. The programs provide significant prevention, intervention, treatment, and research activities along with products, programs and processes. The average percent of government gaming revenue in Canada committed to problem gambling is 1%,” said Ms. Scanlan.

The Council challenges Massachusetts to follow Canada’s example, and to become the country’s leader in responsible public policy around gambling by offering the best and most comprehensive problem gambling services.
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Services that are needed include: 

· Information about problem gambling, its impact ,and resources for help especially for high risk groups that are  vulnerable to gambling problems such as middle and high-school youth , college students, the economically disadvantaged, the elderly, the prison population, people who are homeless, people with substance abuse disorders, recent immigrants, linguistic and ethnic minorities

· Education and training statewide to equip key stakeholders and helping professionals to address gambling problems especially for substance abuse treatment and prevention providers and staff of other state agencies including Department of Corrections, Department of Mental Health, Dept. of Mental Retardation, Dept. of Social Services, Dept. of Education, and court systems

·  Increased referral services for those experiencing gambling problems, their loved ones, and helping professionals that include services in diverse languages, additional resources for referral and additional online resources for help

· Comprehensive statewide prevention of gambling problems program that includes multiple strategies and focuses on high risk groups

· Treatment services for problem gamblers and those affected by a gambling problem that include a continuum of care from formal intervention to aftercare/relapse prevention

· Research strategy to investigate gambling and it’s public health consequences for             Massachusetts that examine risk factors that contribute to a gambling problem, treatment impact and outcomes, and high-risk population’s vulnerability to gambling disorders

· Responsible Gambling Program requirements for casino operators that include employee training so that casino workers can recognize problem gambling and offer referrals for help, problem gambling informational materials on site at casinos facilities and on casino websites, problem gambling counselors available on site at casino facilities, and state-wide                 self –exclusion lists  that allow people with gambling problems to legally bar themselves from the casinos if they wish to do so.

The Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling is a private, non-profit health agency dedicated to reducing the social, financial and emotional costs of problem gambling.  The Council provides prevention, information, education, advocacy and referral services for problem gamblers, their loved ones and the greater community.
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