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PROBLEM GAMBLING AWARENESS WEEK -- MARCH 5-12
2007 Campaign Reaches to Inform Media Outlets about Disordered Gambling
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS – The Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling has announced that March 5-12, 2007 is “Problem Gambling Awareness Week.”  The goal of the campaign is to increase public awareness about the disorder, and promote the availability of problem gambling treatment services for people in the Commonwealth who are experiencing problems with their own or a loved one’s gambling.  

“For many people, recreational gambling is not a problem.  For others, it is a serious problem with potentially devastating social, financial and emotional consequences,” said Marlene Warner, Program Director of the Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling.  “Symptoms of a gambling problem may include being preoccupied with gambling; repeated unsuccessful attempts to stop or control gambling; and chasing losses,” she said.  
The Council has selected to target its Problem Gambling Awareness Week outreach efforts to teach Massachusetts media outlets more about gambling disorders by holding a Media Information Luncheon on Thursday, March 8, 2007 in Boston.  Media representatives will learn about the Council’s work within Massachusetts Asian communities, as well as youth gambling problems. In addition, speakers will share their stories with gambling disorders and recovery. 

For more information, please visit the Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling’s website at www.masscompulsivegambling.org or call the organization’s toll-free 24-hr Helpline (1-800-GAM-1234). 
The Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling is a private, non-profit health agency dedicated to reducing the social, financial and emotional costs of problem gambling.  The Council provides information, education, advocacy and referral services for problem gamblers, their loved ones and the greater community.
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