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A (Very) Brief History

» Gambling (especially related to divination) is one of
the oldest activities.

® \Why do dice have pips and not numbers?

» Americans may be more prone to take risks—
[IMMIgrants, PIGNEEYS; ENtHEPrENEUNSE .

» BUt we alsora deepriooted tradition of Viewing
camblingias asin®=gamblers(Especially addicts) Were
SEEnIas eodless) ereedy suilty s

> Asiaesulty samblingisieenerallyaprohibited inless a
certanrermmhasiveeEnspeciticallyllesalized:
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Why A National Issue?

Legal in 48 states.
85% of American adults have gambled at least
once in their lifetimes:

® 657 at least once in past year;

® 307 at least once in past month;
® |57 at least once in past week.

I'egall gambling alone =

2-375 meet criteria for a gambling disorder =

personalfinanciall émotionaliand physical harm, cost
to) society, from! gambling=related crime; bankirtptey, diVorce,
etc...=

[Farreelmaenity oRthe publicibEieVesiproblEm
camblingNs arSEROUSNSSUE:




Federal Government (Generally, Hopefully

or Frighteningly) Reflects Our Linkage

> of the Federal budget is
dedicated to problem gambling.

» Asia result, what programs we have been able to get
are generally’ad-hoc, ene-time and use extremely.

scarcel discretionary finds:

® National Institute of Mental Health project
National Gambling Impact Study Commission

[ ]
® Center for Mental Health Services contract
o

Center for Substance Abuse Treatment

 Addiction Technology Transfer Centers & Sponsor Midwest Conference
National Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Drug Information

* Problem Gambling Toolkit (BKD 535)

Ongoing National Institutes of Health research




About NCPG

» The national ADVOCATE for programs

and services to assist problem gamblers and
their families.

» Founded inl 11972.
» NEUTRAL onlegalized sambling:

» INatienal grassroots Nen=prefit Wit
chaptersiing 315 ol Sistates; including IMA:

VWV eriawithisalinketogether soVernment;
cAmINENNAUStRyASACOMIMUNITY:
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Core Linking Programs

» Helpline Number (800.522.4700) & Network
» Nat’l Problem Gambling Awareness Week

» Annual Conference on| Problemi Gambling
@24t June 9-12, Portland, OR

> Public Awareness & Media
> @ertificationyAdministration
> ADVOEAGY!
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Comprehensive Problem Gambling
Act of 2009

> Federal health agencies to address
PG and for grants.

» Intreduced in IHouse June 2009 as H.R. 2906.
@54 sponsors as of 5/6/10.

> Senate Version te) be introducedMay: 2010:

» AdVoecacy toe]s:
vesanevzEneling orglzdyecziay

liesislativeNnfermationt Lt/ CCIESHOEEOY
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New England House Delegation

» Massachusetts: 4 of 10 (Capuano, Frank, McGovern,
Olver)

» Connecticut: 3 of 5 (Courtney, Delauro, Murphy)
» Maine: 0 of 2

» New Hampshire: 0 of 2

» Rhode Island: | of 2 (Kennedy)

» Vermont: | of | (Welch)

>
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Section 3: SAMHSA Authorities

Designates Federal lead.

Improve coordination and
collaboration among
states.

Synergistic benefit from
coordinated approaches.

Provide technical
assistance and guidance to

states.
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Section 4: Public Awareness

» Modeled after other
successful public health

initiatives. Chances are,

one of the clients
» Create common themes you'll see today has

to augment existing state a gambling problem.
and local community S

primary y Three simple
questions can help reveal this hidden addiction. Ask your adult patients:

efforts. Bt

» Appropriation of
PEN year for

totals

» National Problem

Gambling Awareness
Week

> WWW.Npgaw.org
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Section 5: Research

» States unable to fund meaningful research
independently.

» Encourages collaborations between universities
and existing programs, to) identify policies and
Services that produce positive outcomes:

» Suppor:tsithe goal ofiimproving efficiency and
effectivenessi ol problem: ambling SerVices;

> ApPprophiation of PERYEaror
= total)
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Section 6: Treatment

» Competitive grants
encourage public/private
partnerships.

»Intended! to)fill gaps in
SErVICES!

> Appropriation of
PEryear
for =
total:
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Summary

»Modest but historic first step to meet identified
needs.

»>Fills gaps in policy and programs only the
Federal government can address.

»Expands and supports existing programs which
have demonstrated effectiveness.

»Supported by numerous national, state and local
organizations.
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Advocacy, Education & Public
Awareness

» o bring Federal agencies and resources;

» llo promote efficient and effective services;

» llo) raise public awareness AND! increase
understanding/reduce stigma. ..

» We MUSII join together to ensure
CONCGErns are
Incorporatedintorall and
decisions:
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National Council on
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730 |1 Street, NMV, Suite 601
VVashington, D& 2000
el 202.547.9204
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