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PROBLEM GAMBLING AWARENESS WEEK -- MARCH 1-7

2009 Campaign Promotes “Real Addiction, Real Recovery”

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS – Governor Deval Patrick has joined the Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling to proclaim March 1-7, 2009, “Problem Gambling Awareness Week.”  The goal of the campaign is to increase public awareness about the disorder, and promote the availability of problem gambling treatment services for people in the Commonwealth who are experiencing problems with their own or a loved one’s gambling.  

Spearheaded by the National Council on Problem Gambling, the theme for this year’s grassroots public awareness and outreach campaign is “Real Addiction, Real Recovery.”  The premise of the initiative is to highlight personal accounts from individuals who struggled with gambling disorders and found help and hope in recovery.  Some of those stories, including a video from the Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling, can be viewed on YouTube. (link to http://www.youtube.com/NPGAW2009) 
“Research finds that only 10 percent of people experiencing a problem with compulsive gambling will seek out services such as treatment and self-help recovery programs,” said Marlene Warner, Program Director of the Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling.  “We hope that the personal testimonials shared on YouTube will encourage people who may have a problem to contact the Council for support and information about programs and services available for help.”     

Please visit the Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling’s website at www.masscompulsivegambling.org or call the organization’s toll-free, confidential Helpline 24/7 (1-800-GAM-1234). 
The Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling is a private, non-profit health agency dedicated to reducing the social, financial and emotional costs of problem gambling.  The Council provides prevention, information, education, advocacy and referral services for problem gamblers, their loved ones and the greater community. 
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