LEGISLATIVE ACTION KIT

September 14, 2006

Dear Friend,

For the first time in the history of the United States, a bill to specifically provide Federal funding for problem gambling services has been introduced.  HR 6009, the Comprehensive Awareness of Problem Gambling Act of 2006, was introduced in the US House of Representatives on Friday, July 28 by Rep. Marty Meehan (D-MA).  

Massachusetts Congressman Meehan from Lowell is leading the effort.  He has worked closely with the Council to learn about problem gambling, and make his case for Federal support. His conviction is that the response from all levels of government to combat gambling addiction pales in comparison to the research and treatment dollars that go toward alcohol and drug addictions.  His proposed legislation will narrow this gap, incorporating gambling into existing research done by the federal government, and making federal funds available for gambling addiction treatment centers. 

Highlights of the bill and Congressman Meehan’s 4-Point Gambling Addiction Plan include: 

1.     
Increased Public Awareness

2.     
Increased Research on Gambling Addiction

3.     
The Creation of a Federal Grant Program to Treat Gambling Addiction

4.
Increased State Involvement

The Council is grateful to Congressman Meehan for his leadership, his initiative, and his dedication to providing problem gambling services.  We are proud to be affiliated with his important initiative.

In order to make this important bill become a law, your support is needed.  Please contact your U.S. Representative for his or her support.

Enclosed please find our “Legislative Action Kit” which contains the following sample materials:

 Letter / E-mail message
 Telephone Script 

We hope that you will personalize one of these messages and send it along (via telephone, mail or e-mail) to your U.S. Representative for his or her support.  Interested in learning which elected official serves your community?  Please visit www.wheredoivotema.com

Thank you for making a difference!  Should you need any additional information, please don’t hesitate to contact the Council at 800-426-1234.

Sincerely,
Kathleen Scanlan

Executive Director

Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling

SAMPLE LETTER OR E-MAIL MESSAGE









YOUR NAME











ADDRESS











ADDRESS

DATE

U.S. Representatives NAME

TITLE

ADDRESS

ADDRESS

Dear TITLE NAME:

I am writing to ask for your support of HR 6009, the Comprehensive Awareness of Problem Gambling Act of 2006, which was introduced in the US House of Representatives by Rep. Marty Meehan (D-MA).
This is the first time in the history of the United States, that a bill to specifically provide Federal funding for problem gambling services has been introduced.  

Representative Meehan believes that the response from all levels of government to combat gambling addiction pales in comparison to the research and treatment dollars that go toward alcohol and drug addictions.  
His proposed legislation will narrow this gap, incorporating gambling into existing research done by the federal government, and making federal funds available for gambling addiction treatment centers. 

(If you have a personal story with problem gambling that you are interested in sharing, please insert here.  If not, that is OK). -- or you could say something like “I know first hand about the devastation that problem gambling caused my family…”
I feel that this is a very important initiative, and hope that you will consider helping to make this bill become a law.
Sincerely,

YOUR NAME

TOWN, MA
YOUR PHONE NUMBER or email address

PHONE SCRIPT

Hello TITLE NAME,

My name is YOUR NAME from YOUR CITY / TOWN.  I am calling to ask for your support of HR 6009, the Comprehensive Awareness of Problem Gambling Act of 2006, which was introduced in the US House of Representatives by Rep. Marty Meehan (D-MA).

This is the first time in the history of the United States, that a bill to specifically provide Federal funding for problem gambling services has been introduced.  

Representative Meehan believes that the response from all levels of government to combat gambling addiction pales in comparison to the research and treatment dollars that go toward alcohol and drug addictions.  
His proposed legislation will narrow this gap, incorporating gambling into existing research done by the federal government, and making federal funds available for gambling addiction treatment centers. 

(If you have a personal story with problem gambling that you are interested in sharing, please tell your Representative about it.  If not, that is OK).

I feel that this is a very important initiative, and hope that you will consider helping to make this bill become a law.

# # #
