Thomas N. Cummings Research Fellow 

DIVISION ON ADDICTIONS, CAMBRIDGE HEALTH ALLIANCE, a teaching affiliate of HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL

In collaboration with the

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL ON COMPULISIVE GAMBLING

Thomas N. Cummings was the founder, first President, and first Executive Director of the Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling.  Having suffered the financial and emotional destruction of problem gambling throughout much of his life, Tom not only conquered his addiction, but also dedicated his last 15 years to helping others overcome theirs. Tom died in January of 1998 at age 76.

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

The Division on Addictions (DOA) and the Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling (The Council) have created The Thomas N. Cummings Research Fellowship to be awarded to an individual who has a doctoral degree in psychology, public health, public policy or related discipline.  Preference will be given to candidates with a strong background in research methods, measurement and/or statistics.   This individual will spend one year working both at the DOA and The Council. 

The successful candidate will have excellent communication and writing skills.  Candidates should excel at working collaboratively with other staff and students in a team environment. Experience in grant writing, grant application and scholarly manuscript preparation is desirable.

The primary focus of the fellowship will be to establish an on-going research agenda with the DOA and The Council focusing on gambling behavior, gambling-related treatment, program evaluation, and other related research.  The candidate will share time between the DOA and The 

Council and will report to the Director of the DOA and the Executive Director at The Council. The supervisors for this fellowship are distinguished Harvard Medical School faculty and senior scientists at the Division on Addictions.

This fellowship can provide direct or indirect support in any or all of the following four areas: (1) salary stipends; (2) travel; (3) continuing education; and (4) research related costs and equipment. 

Selection Process for the Fellow 

The primary goal of the DOA and The Council’s selection process is to ensure that the individual who holds the title of Thomas N. Cummings Research Fellow reflects the highest standards of academic excellence.  

The selection process will consist of three central activities:

· Solicitation of a fellow

· Review of Candidates credentials 

· Interview process

Fellow Responsibilities

The DOA’s faculty and its associated investigators have a long and distinguished record of scientific research.  These researchers have contributed broadly to the study of alcohol and other drug dependence; their work on gambling-related disorders is among the most cited in the scientific literature.  In addition, the Division on Addictions has helped to shape the contemporary conceptual understanding of the natural history of these phenomena as well as the research methods that have been employed to acquire this understanding.

The Cummings Fellow will engage in research directly related to the needs and mission of the DOA and The Council. These needs consist of, but are not limited to, identifying data needs for The Council’s educational materials, identifying and recommending research resources for The Council, identifying ways for The Council to establish empirical benchmarks for its educational, training and other products, identifying and preparing grants for continued incorporation of evidence-based data into The Council’s work.  The Cummings Fellow will also be encouraged to pursue a funding opportunities prior to the fellowship to support research project(s) of their own. 

We suggest two formal reporting periods during the Thomas N. Cummings Research Fellow tenure at the Division on Addictions: one at six months and another at twelve months.  The formal report can take the form of a written progress report and/or a formal presentation to representatives from the DOA and The Council. In this way, any or all interested parties can learn first hand about the Fellow’s experience, immediate contribution to the field and the potential impact on services. 

Application for the Thomas N. Cummings Research Fellow 

at the Division on Addictions and the Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling

Name











(First)



(Last))


(Degree)

Present Address











(City)


(State)

(Zip)

Home Phone
(         )




Business Phone (
)




Fax Number
(          )



E-mail
Address





Present position

or occupation















Address










(City)


(State)

(Zip)

Applicant Signature 





 
Date
        /        /



Please mail or email this application form and the application materials to:

Division on Addictions

101 Station Landing, Suite 2100

Medford, MA  02155

Telephone (781) 360-8600  * Fax (781) 306-8629

Email: cthurmond@challiance.org

Completed applications must be received NO LATER than December 1, 2007 

for consideration.

***See Application Materials Checklist***

Application Materials Checklist

Please check to be certain that all of the following materials are included with your application:

( Cover Letter

Please proved a one-page narrative describing your interests the field of addictions, your reasons for wanting to be a Thomas N. Cummings Research Fellow and your career plans.

( Curriculum Vitae 

Your Curriculum Vitae should include the following information: colleges and graduate schools attended, and degrees awarded; other relevant educational programs attended or certifications received, including any previous drug and/or alcohol studies; honors, prizes, fellowships or scholarships received; professional experience; current job description and responsibilities; professional organizations of which you are a member, and publications.

( Reference Letters

You must provide three letters of reference.  Two must be from direct supervisors or academic advisors.  You must also provide addresses and phone numbers for all references.
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