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“2010 MASSACHUSETTS CONFERENCE ON GAMBLING PROBLEMS”

Public Invited to Attend

WORCESTER, MA – People interested in learning more about problem gambling are welcome to attend the Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling’s 2010 Massachusetts Conference on Gambling Disorders: Sharing Successful Practices across New England to Prevent, Intervene and Treat Problem Gambling. The event will be held at the Crowne Plaza, Worcester on Friday, May 7, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The 2010 Conference is a collaboration of the Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling and the New England Problem Gambling Consortium. Leaders from problem gambling organizations across New England will share information, and answer questions about best practices in the prevention, intervention and treatment of problem gambling. 

The forum will discuss a variety of topics including: advocacy, education and public awareness for problem gambling services across the states; post-traumatic stress and other anxiety disorders and problem gambling; college student gambling; and beginning residential gambling treatment in Massachusetts.

The morning portion of the conference will feature remarks from distinguished guests: Timothy P. Cahill, Massachusetts State Treasurer and Independent Party Gubernatorial candidate; Jill Stein, Green Party Gubernatorial candidate; and Michael Botticelli, Assistant Commissioner, Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Bureau of Substance Abuse Services, as well as an interactive Community Forum on Gambling, Problem Gambling and Related Services in New England. 
Beginning at 12:30 p.m., conference attendees will enjoy a special 45 minute dramatic presentation entitled, Bait and Hook: Problem Gambling in Older Adults, which highlights the unique issues surrounding problem gambling in the older adult population.  The subject matter is presented from the viewpoints of three older adults, showcasing the beginnings of their gambling, their descents into addiction, the effects it has on their lives, and their transitions into recovery.    

The Conference has been designed to increase the knowledge and skills of community and human service professionals who provide treatment and services to individuals who are impacted by social, mental, health or addictive disorders. The general public is also welcome.  The cost to attend is $95. For more information please contact the Council at 617-426-4554, visit www.masscompulsivegambling.org or register online at http://masscouncilregistration.org.
Founded in 1983, the Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling is a private, non-profit public health agency dedicated to providing leadership to reduce the social, financial, and emotional costs of problem gambling and to promote a continuum of prevention and intervention strategies including: information and public awareness, community education and professional training, advocacy, and helpline / referral services for problem gamblers, their loved ones and the greater community. # # # 
